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The high waters flowing through northern Botswana in 2009
and 2010 caused the Selinda Spillway to flow in a way that it
has not done for nearly three decades. This has enabled
adventurers the opportunity to experience a rare first — the
Selinda Canoe Trail.

The Selinda Canoe Trail replicates the safari experiences of
old as we navigate along the Selinda Spillway over four
days, camping along the banks of the river at the end of the
day, wherever we find ourselves.

The distance from one end of the Canoe Trail to the other is Morermi Game Reserve
roughly 45km (28 miles), along this route we can well

expect to come across many species of wildlife. The area is

well known for elephant, buffalo, roan antelope, and wild

dog. Other possible sightings include cheetah, lion, leopard

and variety of other species. It is also a birder’s paradise with some 300 species to be seen.

The canoe trail starts at the Selinda Airfield where all participants meet at around midday. We then drive in
4x4 Landcruisers for nearly three hours westward till we reach our starting point. This 3-night safari
comprises roughly 2 full days and 2 half-days (the first afternoon and the last morning) of paddling to cover
the distance. All 3 nights will be spent in fly camps along the way at no particular pre-arranged site.

The days are spent paddling along the Spillway with
stoppages whenever there is something of interest to be
seen along the banks. Each canoe has two guests, their bed
rolls and bags. Participants paddle their own canoes each
day. No previous paddling or canoeing experience is
needed as tuition will be given — but participants must be
strong enough to paddle their own canoes. Please note that
guests are not expected to put up tents or help with the
cooking and camp chores as our staff will handle all these
chores. 2.5m x 2.5m (8.2ft x 8.2ft) dome tents are provided
as they are comfortable and large enough for two people -
yet are compact enough to fit onto the canoes.

For safety and space reasons, we have a maximum 20 kg (44Ibs) limit on luggage. Please ensure this is
packed in a soft bag. Please remember that you will have to paddle your own canoes with your own
luggage and bed rolls. The lighter your canoe is, the easier it is to propel your canoe forward. As the dress
code on this safari is so informal, we recommend that you take the minimum possible on the canoe safari.
Additional luggage can be collected off you at the Selinda Airfield and stored for you, for your return.

Each canoeing day begins in the early morning after a hearty breakfast and when the Spillway is at its most
peaceful. After an early coffee and snack, we will set off for the day’s adventure. Walking is part of the
experience. If there happens to be activity that warrants investigation, we stop on the banks and take a
short walk into the bush. Brunch is taken around midmorning and light snacks are available throughout the
day for sustenance until dinner. At night, the deep silence is punctuated by nocturnal sounds, from peeping
frogs to roaring lion or the hyaena’s whooping call. The atmosphere is magical and the highlight of any
African safari.
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At the end of the trail, guests are transferred to the Selinda Airstrip in the late morning for onward
departures or ideally they may elect to stay on for an additional night at either Zarafa or Selinda camps.

Trails Explorations bring the guest closer to nature. Such camps are specifically outfitted to create that
sense of wilderness with a clear emphasis on essential camp comforts and maximum wilderness experience.

Guide: The entire trail is guided and hosted by a professional and passionate guide with extensive
experience in big game areas and excellent interpretive skills to bring the environment alive. He carries a
rifle for safety while on the water, walking and in the camp.

Exclusive experience: The Selinda Spillway is an ideal setting for this canoeing and walking adventure safari.
The route begins downstream from Selinda airstrip in the north-east of the Okavango Delta and travel
eastwards along the Selinda Spillway through the private 300 000-acre Selinda Reserve towards the Kwando
and Linyanti Rivers close to where Selinda and Zarafa Camps are located.

ITINERARY
Day 1:
The trail begins at Selinda airfield in the mid-afternoon, with a three hour road transfer in a 4x4 vehicle
from the airstrip to the starting point of the actual canoe trail. Once the guide has briefed the group, the
trail starts with a short late afternoon canoe experience
before arriving at the evening's first camp.

As there is a minimal distance to be covered on the first day
and also due to the fact that all the equipment is carried with
the group, we paddle until just before sunset at a suitable
site on the banks of the Spillway.

The dome-tented camp will be pre-erected and we enjoy a
well-deserved sundowner around the campfire before dinner,

followed by a good night's sleep.

Day 2:

After an early wake-up call, tea or coffee and light breakfast while the camp is being dismantled, we head
out on the canoes for a full day of paddling, with lunch en
route and the possibility of stretching our legs if we come
across something worth investigating on foot. Tonight we
camp in another suitable location as we gradually make our
way down the Spillway.

Day 3:

An early breakfast once again, as camp is taken down,
before we continue along the water course by canoe for
another full-day excursion and set up camp for the last night
of this trail.

Day 4:
We head out after breakfast, aiming to finish at around 10H00-10H30. At this point we are met by the
vehicle and transferred by road to the Selinda airstrip, where we bid farewell to the safari.
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2012 Costs

Land Cost
The Selinda Canoe Trail operates with a maximum of 8 guests on each safari.

May 18 — October 9, 2012 US$1,760.00 per person sharing
US$ 385.00 single supplement

SAFARI INCLUDES:
Accommodation on a per person sharing basis
All meals from lunch on day 1 to the end of the scheduled safari
A reasonable amount of soft drinks, wine and beer at meal times
Selinda Reserve fees
Activities as specified in the detailed itinerary.

SAFARI EXCLUDES:
All flights
Visas
Compulsory comprehensive insurance
Laundry
All relevant entry and departure government taxes
All personal purchases
Gratuities
Optional extra activities
Pre and post safari tours
Meals or accommodation before or after the safari
Any new Government taxes, levies, fuel or industry increases which are beyond our
control

Camp Description

We will be carrying all of the equipment on the
canoes with us so the camp site will be of a rustic
but comfortable nature.

2.5m x 2.5m (8.2 feet x 8.2 feet) dome tents are
provided as they are comfortable and large enough
for two people - yet are compact enough to fit onto
the canoes. They are furnished with comfortable
bedrolls and quality linen. We carry enough camp
chairs on the canoes for dinners at a well appointed
dinner table and for guests to sit around a fire at
night. Our meals will be prepared on the fire by the
cook, enhancing that safari atmosphere of old experience. Separate short-drop toilet and
bucket showers with hot water in the evenings create simple serviced comfort.
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